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PUBLIC AFFAIRS VETERAN IS 
NEW PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR AT USD 
After a nationwide search, the University of San Diego has 
selected a career government spokesman to lead its Public 
Relations Office. 
John Francis Cannon has traveled the world as a spokesman 
for the U.S.government. He developed, coordinated and directed 
the U.S. Department's public affairs mission at the return of the 
52 U.S. hostages from Tehran in January 1981, serving as the main 
spokesperson for the U.S. government during this crisis. 
His career has spanned the spectrum of public relations and 
media. Cannon worked as a television editor and reporter on the 
East Coast before joining the Armed Forces and becoming a Press 
Officer for the U.S. government in Vietnam. He served in the 
U.S. Embassy in London and traveled to Peking during Secretary of 
State Vance's trip in 1977. 
Most recently, he has served as the Director of Public 
Affairs for the U.S. Information Agency in Western Australia. In 
this position, he planned and directed a wide array of press, TV, 
radio and publications programs. 
Cannon will be responsible for managing USD's Public 
Relations Department, which includes the News Bureau, 
Publications and Community Relations Offices. 
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